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with its 17,600 or so miles of salmon rivers, lakes and creeks that sustains my income and those of so many others. Fishermen commercially harvest nearly 50
million salmon every year in Southeast
Alaska. The Tongass National Forest is
one of the few places left where wild
salmon remain healthy and abundant.
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Consequences

Keep calm and abandon ship
From U.S. Coast Guard reports

T

he skipper and two-man crew of an
84-foot steel dragger were fishing
for cod one evening on a mid-March trip
out of Dutch Harbor, Alaska. At about
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9:30, the weather began to worsen.
With inclement weather forecast for the
next day, the skipper decided this haulback would be the day’s last. The crew
and their NMFS observer would steam to
a nearby port, unload the catch and repair

some damaged gear.
The vessel cleared the north end of the
pass around 11:55. The skipper asked to
be awoken at 2 a.m., just before they’d
enter port; the first mate took the helm.
At 1 a.m., the mate handed over the
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